
 

Save the Date! 

Fraternal Spirit 
Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia -- Epsilon Lambda Chapter 

Alumni Tailgate 
Saturday, 
October 18th 

Ritual 
Sunday, 
November 8th 

Join us for a ritual in 
which our Faculty 
Advisor, Will 
Marlow, will be 
initiated as an 
honorary member. 

F A L L  2 0 1 5  

Remembering 
Al Ligotti 

Join the chapter 
for a tailgate at the 
Homecoming 
game vs. Mizzou! 

1927 – 2015 
 

We are doing our best to put email 
addresses on the listserv as we receive 
them, but please, reach out to any brothers 
you’re still in contact with and ask them to 
email me at 
warrenlamarlawson@gmail.com to be 
added to the listserv. 
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Brothers, we regret to inform you of the 
passing of Al Ligotti, Sinfonian and former 
trumpet professor at the University of Georgia. 
Below are a few words from Brother Jacob 
Weinstein: 
 
During the tenure of Department of Music 
director (1961-78) and Sinfonian 
Edwin Gerschefski (EΛ, 1961), the 
Department of Music at the University of 
Georgia underwent a massive period of 
growth and change, unparalleled at any other 
point in the department’s history.  Gerschefski 
had a vision to fundamentally transform the 
department from a focus on piano and choral 
activities to majors encompassing every 
instrument imaginable.  He was responsible 
for hiring some of the most famous and 
influential faculty (and ΦΜΑ brothers) in the 
department’s history, including trombone 
professor and Juliard graduate Phil Jameson 
(EΛ, 1970), legendary director of bands Roger 
L. Dancz (EΛ, 1962), and many more. 
 
In the fall of 1968, the brass studios at the University of Georgia Department of Music were 
about to receive the addition of a faculty member that would change the course of history for the 
trumpet studio, brass area, and the entire Athens music scene. Following an 11-year career in 
the New York Philharmonic Orchestra under the direction of Leonard Bernstein, trumpet 
performer Al Ligotti accepted a position as Associate Professor of Music and Professor of 
Trumpet at UGA.  
 
Ligotti, born in 1927 in Bronx, New York, attended Queens College for his undergraduate 
degree and Columbia University for his master’s degree.  According to information received 
from the Trumpet Guild, Mr. Ligotti studied conducting under Michael Fiviesky, with additional 
coaching from Pierre Monteaux.  As a young man just graduated from college, he chose to 
serve his country by enlisting in the United States Coast Guard and was a member of the 
distinguished Coast Guard Band.  Other professional affiliations were the Metropolitan Opera 
Company, the Boston Pops with Arthur Fiedler, the Knickerbocker Chamber Players, the New 
York City Opera and Ballet companies, the Goldman Band, the Bell Telephone Television 
Orchestra, the Radio City Music Hall Orchestra, Broadway show ensembles, and numerous 
brass quintets.  
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However, Ligotti’s departure from New York was by no means the end of his career or legacy of 
professional accomplishments.  During his time at the University of Georgia, Al Ligotti was 
initiated (honorary) into the Epsilon Lambda chapter of Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia on December 4th, 
1972.  In 1974, he created the UGA Wind Ensemble (now the Hodgson Wind Ensemble) as a 
smaller, one-on-part extension of the principal players from Mr. Dancz’s Symphonic Band (later 
the Wind Symphony).  During his tenure, Ligotti also taught the trumpet studio and produced 
many incredible performers, educators, and instrumentalists through the years.  He was also 
active as an arranger, transcribing many orchestral works for brass and wind ensemble.  Mr. 
Ligotti served as a father figure and positive role model to countless students, helping them in 
the transition to college life and the difficulties of being a music major.  After his retirement from 
The University of Georgia in 1995, Mr. Ligotti continued his influence in the music world by 
conducting the Athens Symphony Orchestra (which he founded in 1979) until health issues 
forced him to retire in 2012.  A bust of Mr. Ligotti can be found in the lobby of the Athens Classic 
Center, commemorating his service to the Athens community. 
 
It is evident that Mr. Ligotti exemplified the high virtues and lofty ideals of Phi, Mu, and Alpha in 
his life, his teaching, his career, and his influence on the numerous students and collogues with 
which he came into contact over the years. The formation of the Athens Symphony Orchestra 
and the University of Georgia Wind Ensemble, along with the countless number of students 
positively impacted and instructed by Mr. Ligotti represent an incalculable contribution and 
dedication to our Object, Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia, and The University of Georgia.  At the February 
21st, 1999 memorial concert in Hodgson Hall celebrating the life of director of bands at UGA Mr. 
Roger L. Dancz, Mr. Ligotti closed by saying, "I feel as long as there is a University of 
Georgia...and the School of Music, Roger will always be with us." We feel that it is equally 
appropriate to say that as long as there is a University of Georgia, Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia, a 
School of Music, a trumpet studio, and the Athens Symphony Orchestra, Mr. Ligotti will always 
be with us. 
 
In Phi, Mu, and Alpha 
 
Jacob Weinstein 
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Brothers, we’re extremely excited to 
announce that we are planning an alumni 
tailgate for the homecoming game! This will 
take place on Saturday October 18th near 
the Redcoat practice field. We would love 
to see everyone there for an afternoon of 
brotherhood and good food. We’ll be 
providing barbeque, and we ask that 
everyone bring a snack or dessert of some 
sort. Additionally, if there is enough interest 
we may attempt to stream the game for 
brothers who can’t find tickets. 

Please fill out this Google form to RSVP to the event! 
http://goo.gl/forms/Y4pQPQ0kBG  
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We had the pleasure of hosting a 
retirement dinner for Brother Doug 
Moore this past Sunday the 20th. 
Thanks so much to all the brothers who 
came out! Many touching stories were 
shared, and it was very apparent how 
much of an impact Doug has had on 
our chapter and the School of Music as 
a whole. We will miss having him 
around daily, but we congratulate him 
on his retirement! 
 
Brother Joe Jackson also took some 
great pictures at the event.  We will 
work on distributing those as soon as 
they are available. 
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My	  name	  is	  Lauren	  Reid	  and	  I	  am	  a	  student	  at	  
UGA	  and	  a	  Co-‐Philanthropies	  Chair	  for	  Sigma	  
Alpha	  Iota,	  the	  women's	  music	  fraternity.	  I	  
am	  writing	  in	  the	  hope	  that	  you	  will	  inform	  
your	  students	  about	  an	  upcoming	  
philanthropy	  event	  we	  are	  throwing	  to	  
benefit	  the	  Athens	  Symphony	  Orchestra	  on	  
October	  18th.	  The	  goal	  of	  the	  event	  is	  to	  give	  
participants	  ages	  6	  and	  up	  the	  opportunity	  to	  
experience	  a	  day	  in	  the	  life	  of	  a	  Redcoat	  
marching	  band	  member,	  regardless	  of	  
musical	  experience.	  Activities	  will	  include:	  
getting	  to	  explore	  instruments,	  getting	  
photographed	  in	  uniform,	  learning	  marching	  
basics,	  and	  learning	  about	  Redcoat	  traditions	  
among	  others.	  The	  cost	  of	  the	  event	  is	  $25	  
per	  participant	  and	  includes	  a	  free	  T-‐shirt.	  
Furthermore,	  we	  are	  selling	  personalized	  
copies	  of	  Richard	  Gnann's	  children's	  book,	  
'Dreaming	  of	  the	  Redcoat	  Band'	  to	  raise	  even	  more	  money	  for	  local	  musicians.	  I	  am	  attaching	  
to	  this	  email:	  the	  link	  to	  our	  online	  registration	  form,	  the	  link	  to	  the	  book	  ordering	  form,	  the	  
agenda	  for	  the	  day's	  activities,	  and	  PDF	  files	  of	  a	  paper	  registration	  form	  and	  posters.	  I	  would	  
be	  happy	  to	  answer	  any	  questions	  you	  have	  about	  the	  event,	  and	  I	  would	  be	  extremely	  
grateful	  if	  you	  could	  pass	  this	  information	  along	  to	  your	  students	  and	  their	  parents.	  
	  
Sincerely,	  
Lauren	  Reid	  
Co-‐Philanthropies	  Chair	  
Sigma	  Alpha	  Iota,	  Iota	  Zeta	  Chapter	  
	  
Registration	  Form:	  
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1EHKWyriR8AV6LgLGei-‐
H3yEG0FpIQUMvgKv3XYRYNwg/viewform?usp=send_form	  
	  
Book	  ordering	  form:	  
http://goo.gl/forms/ko9DGRUWbk	  
	  
 

A message from the sisters of SAI: 



 

 

 Two of our brothers, Alex Butenko (left) and Ben Kehler 
(right) had the honor of performing the Rooster Cheer at 
Dawg Walk this past weekend at UGA vs. USC. ESPN 
recorded them, and they were interviewed afterwards. Be 
on the lookout for them on ESPN sometime in the future! 


